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In our Solar System the four
outermost planets are the gas
giants: Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and
Neptune.

Jupiter and Saturn were known in
ancient times. Uranus was discovered
by telescope in 1781. Neptune's
existence was inferred from oddities
in Uranus's orbit in 1846.

Have thick hydrogen and helium
rich atmospheres. Jupiter and
Saturn have predominantly
metallic hydrogen cores. Uranus
and Neptune have large icy cores.

Named for Roman gods except for
Uranus which is the Latinised form
of the Greek sky god, Ouranos.
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JUPITER SATURN URANUS NEPTUNE
SIZE (RADIUS) 11.2 x Earth 9.4 x Earth 4 x Earth 3.8 x Earth
CLOUD/CORE °C -145/24 000 -175/11 700 -22414737 -218/7000
N Faint Extensive Intermediate Faint
MOONS 67 62 27 14




